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Austin Partners in Education (APIE) approves volunteers for Austin ISD school programs by contract to Austin ISD. Austin ISD-sponsored organizations may apply for this service by completing a Memorandum of Understanding and submitting a Volunteer Opportunity Application through their campus sponsor. Campus volunteer opportunities must meet ALL of the APIE/AISD guidelines, including:
· validation by a campus administrator as an appropriate public school program with adequate volunteer supervision
· designed in compliance with public education laws with secular content
· free for AISD student participants
· hosted by the campus; not provided through rental of campus facilities
· structured volunteer-student interaction confined to campus property

· consistent scope of activities within the proposed and approved parameters
· expectation of regular volunteer-student visits throughout the school year

Austin ISD guidelines do not require criminal history checks for one-time volunteers (events, etc.).  
Organizations that do not meet the above guidelines should work directly with Austin ISD staff to ensure approval and compliance with Austin ISD policy.  
Organizations can obtain quality background check information directly through First Advantage/Safe Schools.   Individual online instant criminal history background checks cost approximately $6.  There can be additional fees for records that need further investigation.  To join this service, please contact First Advantage (Safe Schools) Dale Shaffer, dale.shaffer@fadv.com, 214-360-9159.   
If you have questions about the APIE Volunteer Registration Program, please contact Anne Buechler, Campus and Community Engagement Manager, at abuechler@austinpartners.org or 512-637-0983. 
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